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© An infusion pump (10) and method of operating an infusion pump in which the user of the infusion pump is 
prompted to input a number of infusion parameters, which include a dose mode, a drug dose, a drug amount, 
and a drug volume. After the parameters are input by the user, the infusion pump automatically calculates an 
infusion rate corresponding to the desired drug dose input by the user. The infusion pump, which includes a 
fluid pump (12), may round the calculated infusion rate to conform it to a flow rate which the fluid pump can 
deliver. If the infusion rate is rounded, the infusion pump calculates the actual drug dose from the rounded 
infusion rate and displays the actual dose on a visual display (44) to allow the user of the infusion pump to 
determine how much the actual dose varies from the intended dose input by the user. After the actual dose is 
determined, the infusion pump continuously infuses the patient with the drug at the displayed infusion rate. 
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The present invention relates to an infusion pump and method for continuously infusing a patient with a 
drug over a relatively long period of time, and more particularly to an infusion pump and method in which 
drug dose and rate calculations are performed based on infusion parameters input to the infusion pump by 
the user. 

5 An infusion pump is used to continuously infuse a patient with a particular drug over a relatively long 
period of time, such as several hours or days. The drug is infused by the pump from a drug supply, such 
as a disposable plastic bag containing a predetermined volume and concentration of the drug. The duration 
of the infusion may necessitate periodic replacement of the drug bag. 

An infusion pump may have a number of modes of operation, including a manual mode in which the 

10 user of the pump specifies the drug flow rate at which the pump is to infuse the patient and an automatic 
mode in which the pump may be programmed by the user to calculate the drug flow rate from a plurality of 
infusion parameters input by the user. The infusion parameters may be the drug dose and dose mode 
recommended or prescribed by a doctor, such as milligrams per minute, the concentration of the drug 
contained in the drug bag, and sometimes the weight of the patient. The manner in which some infusion 

75 pumps must be programmed in the automatic mode is relatively complicated and time consuming, which 
can be especially disadvantageous in emergency situations when fast action is required. 

Some types of infusion pumps may incorporate a pumping mechanism which may not be able to pump 
fluids in continuously varying amounts. For example, the pumping mechanism may be able to pump fluid at 
a plurality of discrete flow rates, the smallest increment of which may be 0.1 milliliters per hour. Thus, in 

20 such a conventional pump where the infusion rate is automatically determined from a plurality of infusion 
parameters input by the user, the calculated infusion rate is typically rounded, for example, to the nearest 
0.1 milliliters per hour. As a result of such rounding, the actual drug dose infused to the patient is not 
exactly equal to the intended drug dose input by the user of the pump, which can be misleading to the user 
if the actual drug dose is not displayed on the pump. In some cases where the intended dose is relatively 

25 small, the discrepancy between the intended dose and the dose actually administered to the patient can be 
substantial. 

The invention is directed to an infusion pump and method of operating an infusion pump in which the 
user of the infusion pump is prompted to input a number of infusion parameters, which include a dose 
mode, a drug dose, the amount of drug contained in the drug container connected to the infusion pump, the 
30 volume of the drug in the drug container, and the patient weight if required by the dose mode. After the 
parameters are input by the user, the infusion pump automatically calculates an infusion rate corresponding 
to the desired drug dose input by the user and continuously infuses the patient with the drug in accordance 
with the calculated infusion rate. The invention has a number of different aspects and numerous features 
and advantages. 

35 In one aspect, the invention is directed to a method of operating an infusion pump in which the user of 
the infusion pump is prompted to input a plurality of infusion parameters into the infusion pump, including 
an intended dose of a drug to be administered to a patient. The infusion pump then calculates a drug flow 
or infusion rate based upon the infusion parameters input by the user and rounds the calculated drug flow 
rate. The infusion pump then calculates an actual drug dose from the rounded drug flow rate and generates 

AO a visual display of the actual drug dose. As a result, the user will be able to inspect the actual drug dose 
administered to the patient to determine how much it varies from the intended dose. 

Another aspect of the invention allows the infusion pump to be programmed while it is infusing the 
patient, which is advantageous in emergency circumstances since an initial infusion may be quickly started 
without the need to program the infusion pump with all the infusion parameters and a more precise infusion 

45 can be subsequently programmed while the initial infusion is running. In this aspect of the invention, while 
the patient is being continuously infused with a drug over a first period of time, the user of the infusion 
pump is prompted to input a plurality of infusion parameters including a dose mode and a drug dose, and a 
drug infusion rate is calculated based upon the infusion parameters. After the infusion rate is calculated, the 
patient is continuously infused in accordance with the calculated infusion rate over a second time period. 

so In a further aspect, the invention is directed to a method of operating an infusion pump which allows the 
infusion pump to be programmed more quickly and simply by the user. In accordance with this method, the 
user is prompted to input a plurality of infusion parameters into the infusion pump, one of which is a dose 
mode that is selectable from a plurality of dose modes including a first dose mode which is based upon the 
weight of the patient to be infused and a second dose mode which is not based upon the weight of the 

55 patient to be infused. After the dose mode is input by the user, the infusion pump automatically determines 
whether the user input the first dose mode, which requires the patient weight, or the second dose mode, 
which does not require the patient weight. The infusion pump then prompts the user for the weight of the 
patient only if the first dose mode was input by the user. The infusion pump then calculates the drug 
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infusion rate based upon the infusion parameters and continuously infuses the patient based upon the 
calculated infusion rate. 

These and other features and advantages of the invention will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in 
the art in view of the detailed description of the preferred embodiment, which is made with reference to the 
5 drawings, a brief description of which is provided below. 

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of an embodiment of an infusion pump in accordance with the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a diagram illustrating the overall operation of the infusion pump; 

Figs. 3A-3C illustrate a flowchart of a dose-rate setup routine that is performed during the operation of 
the infusion pump; 

w Fig. 4 is a flowchart of a rate-change routine that may be performed during operation of the infusion 
pump; and 

Fig. 5 is a flowchart of a dose-change routine that may be performed during operation of the infusion 
pump. 

A schematic diagram of an embodiment of an infusion pump 10 in accordance with the invention is 
;5 shown to include a pump 12 electrically connected to and driven by a pump controller 14. The pump 12 is 
connected to a fluid container 16, such as a disposable plastic bag, which contains a liquid drug 18. The 
drug 18, which is supplied to the pump 12 via a fluid line 20, is continuously infused over a relatively long 
period of time, such as several hours or days for example, into a patient by the pump 12 via a fluid line 22, 
such as an intravenous line, connected to a catheter or other injection means (not shown) connected to the 
20 patient. The pump 12 may be a syringe pump or a volumetric pump of the type disclosed in U.S. Patent 
No. 4,322,201 to Archibald, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference, but the particular 
design of the pump 12 is not considered important to the invention. 

The pump controller 14 includes a microprocessor 30, a random-access memory (RAM) 32, a read-only 
memory (ROM) 34, and an input/output (I/O) interface 36, all of which are interconnected via a data bus 38 
25 and an address bus 40. The pump controller 14 may include additional hardware components, such as 
microprocessors, which relate to other functions and features that are not considered to be pertinent to the 
invention. 

The infusion of the drug 18 into the patient is controlled in accordance with a number of infusion 
parameters input to the infusion pump 10 by the user of the pump, who is typically a nurse or physician, 

30 through an integrated keypad/display 44 connected to the pump controller 14 via the I/O interface 36. 

The operation of the infusion pump 10 is controlled by a computer program which is stored in the ROM 
34 and run by the microprocessor 30. A diagram of the overall operation of the infusion pump 10 is 
illustrated in Fig. 2. Referring to Fig. 2, the overall operation of the infusion pump 10 includes a standard 
run mode 50 and a standard hold mode 52. During the standard run mode 50, the pump 12 causes the 

35 patient to be continuously infused with a particular drug flow rate, such as milliliters per hour (ml/hr), which 
is specified by the user. Use of the standard run mode requires that the user know the particular drug flow 
rate at which the drug is to be infused. Since the user may know only the dose of the drug to be 
administered, such as milligrams per hour (mg/hr), and not the corresponding drug flow rate, use of the 
standard run mode 50 is limited. 

40 If the user wishes to temporarily suspend the drug infusion to the patient, the user may cause the 
infusion pump 10 to transition to the standard hold mode 52 by pressing a pushbutton or key on the 
integrated keypad/display 44, such as a "Hold" key. The infusion pump 10 remains in the standard hold 
mode 52 until instructed by the user, by pressing another key, such as a "Run" key, to transition back to 
the standard run mode 50. While in the standard hold mode 52, the infusion pump 10 may generate a 

45 warning message as a reminder to the user that the drug infusion to the patient has been interrupted. 

An options routine 54 may be invoked from either the standard run mode 50 or the standard hold mode 
52 to allow the user to cause the infusion pump 10 to operate in a dose-rate run mode 56 via a dose-rate 
setup routine 58. In the dose-rate run mode 56, the infusion pump 10 infuses the patient with a drug flow 
rate, such as ml/hr, that was calculated by the infusion pump 10 from a number of infusion parameters input 

so by the user during the dose-rate setup routine 58. The dose-rate run mode 56 is advantageous in that the 
user does not need to know the flow rate to be administered, which is automatically calculated by the 
infusion pump 10 from the input infusion parameters. 

The infusion pump 10 may operate in a dose-rate hold mode 60 in which the drug infusion to the 
patient is temporarily suspended. The user may cause the infusion pump 10 to change between the dose- 

55 rate run and hold modes 56, 60 via the "Run" and "Hold" keys described above. The dose-rate hold mode 
60 may also be entered from the options 54 via the dose-rate setup routine 58. Although the dose-rate 
setup routine 58 is shown in two places in Fig. 2, it should be understood that there is only one such 
routine. 
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The options routine 54, which may also be invoked from either the dose-rate run mode 56 or the dose- 
rate hold mode 60, allows the user to cause the infusion pump 10 to operate in additional modes, such as a 
quick-rate-change mode, a rate-taper mode, and a volume-over-time mode, and to perform certain 
procedures, such as changing the panel lighting of the keypad/display 44 and performing a battery test. 
5 Since these other modes and procedures are not considered pertinent to the invention, they are not 
described in detail. 

The infusion pump 10 may perform a dose-change routine 64 or a rate-change routine 66 from either 
the dose-rate run mode 56 or the dose-rate hold mode 60. The dose-change routine 64, when invoked from 
the dose-rate run mode 56, allows the user to input a single infusion parameter consisting of a new drug 
ro dose, and the infusion pump 10 automatically calculates and displays a new infusion rate based on the new 
dose, and infuses the patient at the new rate. When invoked from the dose-rate hold mode 60, the dose- 
change routine 64 changes the dose in the manner described above, but the new infusion rate is not 
administered to the patient until the infusion pump 10 transitions from the dose-rate hold mode 60 to the 
dose-rate run mode 56. 

75 The rate-change routine 66, when invoked from the dose-rate run mode 56, allows the user to input a 
single infusion parameter consisting of a new drug infusion rate. The infusion pump 10 then automatically 
calculates a new drug dose based on the new infusion rate, displays the new drug dose to the user, and 
infuses the patient at the new infusion rate. When invoked from the dose-rate hold mode 60, the rate- 
change routine 66 displays the new dose and changes the infusion rate in the manner described above, but 

20 the new infusion rate is not administered to the patient until the infusion pump 10 transitions from the dose- 
rate hold mode 60 to the dose-rate run mode 56. 

Figs. 3A-3C illustrate a flowchart of the dose-rate setup routine 58 shown schematically in Fig. 2. 
Referring to Fig. 3A, at step 100 of the dose-rate setup routine 58, the previous dose mode and drug dose 
are displayed on the integrated keypad/display 44. The previous dose mode and dose are stored in the 

25 RAM 32, at least a portion of which is nonvolatile due to a battery backup (not shown) so that the infusion 
parameters stored in the RAM 32 can be retrieved later on, even if the electrical power to the infusion pump 
10 was turned off. 

There are a number of situations in which the same infusion parameters as previously input infusion 
parameters are used. Typically, infusion is provided to a patient over a relatively long period of time, such 

30 as several days, during which the contents of a number of drug containers 16 are emptied. Each time a new 
container 16 is connected, the same infusion parameters are typically used. In another situation, the infusion 
pump 10 may be preprogrammed with the appropriate infusion parameters, such as before an operation on 
a patient, so that the infusion pump 10 can be connected to the patient immediately after the operation 
without the need to program it at that time. 

35 At step 102, if the dose mode displayed at step 100 is not the dose mode desired by the user, at step 
104 the visual representation of the numeric value of the previous dose, such as mg/kg/min, is cleared from 
the display 44. The infusion pump 10 is programmed to assume that if the dose mode is changed by the 
user, the numeric value of the dose to be used will be different than that of the previous dose. Since the 
infusion pump 10 is programmed to allow the user to input a numeric value displayed on the display 44 by 

40 pressing an enter key, without having to key in the multi-digit numeric value, clearing the dose value from 
the display 44 at step 104 forces the user to type in the new dose value. 

At step 106, the user may press a key to change the dose mode. The infusion pump 10 has eight 
possible dose modes: 

1) micrograms/Kilogram/minute (mcg/kg/min); 2) micrograms/minute (mcg/min); 3) milligrams/minute 
45 (mg/min); 4) milligrams/hour (mg/hr); 5) units/hour; 6) milligrams/kilogram/hour (mg/kg/hr); 7) microg- 
rams/kilogram/hour (mcg/kg/hr); and 8) milligrams/ kilogram/minute (mg/kg/min). The dose modes 1), 6), 7) 
and 8) are based on the weight of the patient; in these dose modes, the first parameter refers to the amount 
of the drug to be infused for each kilogram of body weight for each time unit specified by the third 
parameter. In each of the other four dose modes, the amount of the drug specified by the first parameter is 
so infused for each time unit specified by the second parameter. 

The first dose mode that is displayed on the display 44 for selection by the user is the dose mode that 
was used most recently. If the user indicates that another dose mode is desired, the other dose modes are 
displayed on the display 44, one at a time, in order of frequency of use, the first dose mode being the one 
that is most frequently used and the last dose mode being the one that is least frequently used. The user 
55 toggles through the dose modes until the desired mode is displayed. 

At step 108, the user inputs the drug dose to be provided to the patient. This may be accomplished in 
two ways. If the dose mode was not changed, the user may select the numeric dose value displayed (at 
step 100) to be the desired dose value by pressing a single key, such as a key. If the dose mode was 
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changed from the previous dose mode, then the user inputs the numeric value of the dose in the units 
corresponding to the dose mode. For example, if the dose mode is mcg/min, the user would input the dose 
value in microgram s/minute. 

At step 110, if the current dose mode is one of the four modes based on patient body weight, the 

5 routine branches to step 112 where the previous body weight and units, in either pounds or kilograms, are 
displayed on the display 44. At step 114, if the body weight units displayed are not the units desired by the 
user, at step 116 the user may change the body weight units. When the desired body weight units are 
displayed, at step 118 the user inputs the patient body weight either by pressing an enter key which causes 
the displayed bodyweight (at step 112) to be input or alternatively, by entering a different body weight. 

w A second portion of the dose-rate setup routine 58 is illustrated in Fig. 3B. During steps 120-136 of Fig. 
3B, the amount of the drug in the container 16 and the fluid volume of the drug in the container 16 are input 
by the user. The drug amount and the drug fluid volume are normally printed on the container 16, which is 
typically a plastic bag or a glass bottle. The drug concentration, which is determined by dividing the drug 
amount by the fluid volume, is not usually printed on the container 16. Since the infusion pump 10 does not 

75 require the user to input the drug concentration, there is no need for the user to manually calculate the drug 
concentration. 

Referring to Fig. 3B, at step 120, if the dose mode was not changed at step 106 (Fig. 3A) from the 

previous dose mode, the numeric value of the previous drug amount and the drug units, such as milligrams, 

are displayed at step 122. At step 124, if the drug amount units displayed on the display 44 are not the 
20 desired units, at step 126 the numeric value of the previous drug amount (that was displayed at step 122) is 

cleared from the display 44. At step 128, the user selects the desired drug amount units, which may be 

milligrams, grams, micrograms, or units. 

After the desired drug amount units are selected, at step 130 the user inputs the numeric value of the 

drug amount in the same units as those selected, such as in milligrams. This can be accomplished in two 
25 ways. If the previous drug amount is displayed on the display 44 (and was not cleared during step 126), the 

user may input this drug amount by pressing a single entry key. If the previous drug amount is not 

displayed, the user inputs the numeric value of the drug amount. 

At step 132, if neither the dose mode nor the numeric value of the drug amount was changed, at step 

134 the numeric value of the previous drug volume is displayed on the display 44. At step 136, the user 
30 inputs the drug volume either by accepting the numeric value of the displayed drug volume by pressing an 

enter key, or if no drug volume is displayed, by entering the drug volume. The drug volume is entered in 

milliliters. 

At step 138, the infusion pump 10 automatically selects the proper dose-to-rate formula, based on the 
infusion parameters input by the user, to calculate the infusion rate (in ml/hr) that the pump 12 will 
35 administer to the patient. The proper dose-to-rate formula is selected based upon: 1) the dose mode input 
by the user and 2) the units (micrograms, milligrams, grams or units) in which the drug amount was input 
by the user. The dose-to-rate equations for each dose mode are set forth in Table 1 below. 
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TABLE 1 J 


DOSE MODE 


DOSE-TO-RATE EQUATION [ 


1 mcg/kg/min 


z.) Kate — {Liose w ou (it luuujj/v/*/ v ) 

b) Rate = (Dose * W * 60)/(A/V) 

c) Rate = (Dose * W * 60 * (1/1 ,000,000))/(A/V) 


mcg/min 


aj Kate — ^uose * ou * ^i/iuuu/j/va/vj 

b) Rate = (Dose * 60)/(A/V) 

c) Rate = (Dose * 60 * (1/1,000,000))/(A/V) 


mg/min 


a) Rate = (Dose * 60)/(A/V) 

b) Rate = (Dose * 60 * 1000)/(A/V) 

c) Rate = (Dose * 60 * (1/1000))/(A/V) 


mg/hour 


a) Rate = Dose/(A/V) 

b) Rate = (Dose * 1000)/(A/V) 

c) Rate = (Dose * (1/1000))/(A/V) 


units/hour 


Rate = Dose/(A/V) 


mp/lcp/hr 


a) Rate = (Dose * W)/(A/V) 

b) Rate = (Dose * W * 1000)/(A/V) 

c) Rate = (Dose * W * (1/1000))/(A/V) 


mcg/kg/hr 


a) Rate = (Dose * W * ( 1 / 1000))/(A/V) 

b) Rate = (Dose * W)/(A/V) 

c) Rate = (Dose * W * (1/1,000,000))/(A/V) 


mg/kg/min 


a) Rate = (Dose * W * 60)/(A/V) 

b) Rate = (Dose * W * 60 * 1000)/(A/V) 

c) Rate = (Dose * W * 60 * (1/1000))/(A/V) \ 



In the above dose-to-rate equations, Rate is the infusion rate (in ml/hr) to be delivered to the patient by the 
pump 12, Dose is the drug dose input by the user, A is the drug amount input by the user, V is the drug 
volume input by the user (A/V represents the drug concentration), and W is the patient's body weight in 
kilograms, which is either the numeric value input by the user or, if the body weight was input in pounds, 
was calculated by the infusion pump 10 with the kg/lbs conversion factor. The dose-to-rate equations listed 
in category a) above are used when the drug amount A was input by the user in milligrams; the category b) 
dose-to-rate equations are used when the drug amount A was input in micrograms; and the category c) 
dose-to-rate equations are used when the drug amount A was input in grams. 

Referring to Fig. 3C, after the proper dose-to-rate equation is selected, at step 140 the infusion rate is 
calculated based on the infusion parameters input by the user. The infusion rate calculated at step 140 may 
have to be rounded since the flow rates which the pump 12 is capable of delivering may not be 
continuously variable. For example, the pump 12 may be capable of delivering discrete flow rates which 
incrementally vary by 0.1 ml/hr. In that case, a flow rate calculated to be 0.105 ml/hr would be rounded to 
0.1 ml/hr. 

One rounding scheme that may be used is to round flow rates in different ways, depending on the 
magnitude of the flow rate. For flow rates less than 0.1 ml/hr, no rounding is performed. For flow rates 
between 0.1 ml/hr and 100 ml/hr, a flow rate between xx.x01 and xx.x49 is rounded to xx.x and a flow rate 
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between xx.x50 and xx.x99 is rounded to xx.(x + 1). For example, if the calculated flow rate is 23.337 ml/hr, 
the rate would be rounded to 23.3 ml/hr. For flow rates equal to or greater than 100 ml/hr, a flow rate 
between xxx.01 and xxx.49 is rounded to xxx. and a flow rate between xxx.50 and xxx.99 is rounded to 
xxx + 1. Other rounding schemes could be used. At step 142, if the infusion rate needs to be rounded, the 

5 program branches to step 144 where the infusion rate is rounded. 

At step 145, the infusion pump 10 determines if the rounded infusion rate is valid by checking to 
determine whether it falls within a predetermined numeric range, which represents the range of flow rates 
which the pump 12 is capable of delivering to the patient. For example, the permissible flow rate range may 
have a minimum flow rate of 0.1 ml/hr and a maximum flow rate of 999 ml/hr. If the infusion rate does not 

70 fall within the permissible range, the infusion rate is not considered to be valid, a message to that effect is 
displayed on the display 44, and the routine branches back to step 100 where the user may input different 
infusion parameters to obtain a valid infusion rate. 

If the infusion rate was rounded at step 144, the actual drug dose administered to the patient will not 
exactly equal the intended dose input by the user. To inform the user of the actual dose to be delivered, the 

75 infusion pump 10 calculates the actual dose from the rounded infusion rate. This is accomplished by first 
selecting a proper rate-to-dose equation at step 146 to convert the rounded infusion rate back to a 
corresponding dose, and then calculating the dose in accordance with the selected rate-to-dose equation at 
step 148. At step 146, the infusion pump 10 automatically selects the proper rate-to-dose equation to 
calculate the actual dose that will be administered to the patient. The proper rate-to-dose equation is 

20 selected based upon: 1) the dose mode selected by the user, and 2) the units (micrograms, milligrams, 
grams or units) in which the drug amount was entered by the user. The rate-to-dose equations for each 
dose mode are set forth in Table 2 below. 
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TABLE 2 | 


5 


DOSE MODE 


RATE-TO-DOSE EQUATION 


10 


mcg/kg/min 


a) 
b) 
c) 


Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * 1000)/(W * 60) 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/(W * 60) 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * 1,000,000)/(W * 60) 


mcg/min 


a) 
b) 
c) 


Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * 1000)/60 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/60 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * l,000,000)/60 


15 


mg/mm 


a) 
b) 
c) 


Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/60 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/(60 * 1000) 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * 1000)/60 


20 


mg/hour 


a) 
b) 

c) 


Dose = Rate * (A/V) 
Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/ 1000 
Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * 1000) 


25 


units/hour 


Dose = Rate * (A/V) 




mg/kg/hr 


a) 
b) 
c) 


Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/W 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/(1000 * W) 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * 1000)/W 


30 


mcg/kg/hr 


a) 
b) 
c) 


Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * 1000)/W 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/W 

Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * 1,000,000)/W 


■ 


mg/kg/min 


a) 
b) 
c) 


Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/(W * 60) 
Dose = (Rate * (A/V))/(W * 60 * 1000) 
Dose = (Rate * (A/V) * 1000)/(W * 60) 



40 



The variables set forth in the above rate-to-dose equations are the same as those set forth in the dose-to- 
rate equations of Table 1, except that Rate represents the rounded infusion rate determined at step 144 and 
Dose represents the actual drug dose to be administered to the patient. The rate-to-dose equations listed in 

45 category a) above are used when the drug amount A was input by the user in milligrams; the category b) 
rate-to-dose equations are used when the drug amount A was entered in micrograms; and the category c) 
rate-to-dose equations are used when the drug amount A was input in grams. 

At step 149, the infusion pump 10 determines if the dose calculated at step 148 is valid by checking to 
determine whether it falls within a permissible dose range between a minimum dose and a maximum dose. 

so If the dose does not fall within the permissible range, the dose calculated at step 148 is not considered to 
be valid, a message to that effect is displayed on the display 44, and the routine branches back to step 100 
where the user may input different infusion parameters to obtain a valid dose. 

At step 150, which is the same as step 145 described above and is performed if the infusion rate was 
not to be rounded as determined at step 142, the infusion pump 10 determines if the infusion rate 

55 calculated at step 140 is valid. If it is not, a message to that effect is displayed on the display 44, and the 
routine branches back to step 100 where the user may input different infusion parameters to obtain a valid 
infusion rate. 
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At step 152, the user may decide either to begin the infusion or to review the infusion parameters that 
were entered by running through the dose-rate setup routine 58 again. In the latter case, the program 
branches to step 100 (Fig. 3A). If the user elected to start the infusion, at step 154 the dose, the dose 
mode, and the infusion rate (in ml/hr) are displayed on the display 44. The dose that is displayed is the 

5 actual dose calculated at step 148 if the infusion rate was rounded, or the dose input by the user if the 
infusion rate was not rounded. 

The set-up routine 58 assumes that the volume of the drug to be infused over the relatively long 
infusion period is equal to the fluid contents of the drug container 16. This assumption, which can be 
changed by the user, saves time in programming the pump with the infusion parameters. 

w Referring back to Fig. 2, if the dose-rate setup routine 58 was invoked through the options routine 54 
when the infusion pump 10 was in one of the run modes 50, 56, after step 154 (Fig. 3C) the pump 12 will 
begin the infusion to the patient at the infusion rate displayed at step 154 (when the user presses the "Run" 
key), and the current infusion pump state will be the dose-rate run mode 56. If the dose-rate setup routine 
58 was invoked through the options routine 54 when the infusion pump 10 was in one of the hold modes 52, 

75 60, after step 154 (Fig. 3C), the pump 12 will not immediately begin infusing at the infusion rate displayed 
at step 154, and the infusion pump 10 will be in the dose-rate hold mode 60. To begin infusing at the 
infusion rate displayed at step 154, the user would press the "Run" key, which would cause a transition 
from the dose-rate hold mode 60 to the dose-rate run mode 56. 

It should be appreciated that the set-up routine 58 allows the infusion pump 10 to be programmed in a 

20 very quick and efficient manner, particularly when the infusion pump 10 has been programmed once. For 
example, after the infusion pump 10 has been initially programmed, it can be reprogrammed (assuming the 
infusion parameters do not change) in accordance with the flowchart of Figs. 3A-3C by making three 
keystrokes if patient body weight is not used (at steps 108, 130, 136), or by making four keystrokes if 
patient body weight is used (at steps 108, 118, 130, 136). 

25 Fig. 4 is a flowchart of the rate-change routine 66 shown schematically in Fig. 2. Referring to Fig. 4, the 
routine begins at step 200 where the user inputs a new infusion rate. At step 202, the proper rate-to-dose 
formula is selected from Table 2 in accordance with the current dose mode and the units in which the drug 
amount was input. At step 204, the dose corresponding to the new infusion rate is calculated using the rate- 
to-dose formula selected in step 202, the new infusion rate input at step 200, and the other current infusion 

30 parameters (drug amount A, drug volume V and weight W if necessary), which are stored in the nonvolatile 
RAM 32. At step 206, the infusion pump 10 determines whether the new dose calculated at step 204 is 
within a valid dose range having a minimum dose value and a maximum dose value. If the dose is not 
within the range, the program branches to step 208 where an alarm message is generated and displayed on 
the display 44 to indicate that the new dose is not valid, and the previous dose is maintained. If the new 

35 dose was valid, at step 210 the new dose is displayed on the display 44. 

Referring to Fig. 2, if the rate-change routine 66 was invoked from the dose-rate run mode 56, at the 
completion of the step 210 (Fig. 4) the pump 12 will infuse the patient at the new infusion rate (when the 
user presses the "Run" key). If the new dose was invalid as determined at step 208, the pump 12 will 
continue to infuse the patient at the previous infusion rate. 

40 If the rate-change routine 66 was invoked from the dose-rate hold mode 60, the pump 12 will not 
immediately begin infusing (at either the new rate in case the new dose is valid or the previous rate in case 
the new dose was invalid). To begin infusing, the user would press the "Run" key, which would cause a 
transition from the dose-rate hold mode 60 to the dose-rate run mode 56. 

Fig. 5 is a flowchart of the dose-change routine 64 shown schematically in Fig. 2. Referring to Fig. 5, 

45 the routine begins at step 220 where the user inputs a new drug dose. At step 222, the proper dose-to-rate 
formula is selected from Table 1 in accordance with the current dose mode and the units in which the drug 
amount was input. At step 224, the infusion rate corresponding to the new dose value is calculated using 
the dose-to-rate formula selected in step 222, the new dose value input at step 220, and the other current 
infusion parameters (drug amount A, drug volume V and weight W if necessary), which are stored in the 

so nonvolatile RAM 32. Since steps 226-238, which round the new infusion rate if necessary and calculate the 
actual dose to be infused to the patient, are analogous to steps 142-149 of Fig. 3C, the description of such 
steps is not repeated. 

At step 240, which is performed if the infusion rate was not to be rounded as determined at step 226, 
the infusion pump 10 determines whether the new infusion rate calculated at step 224 is within a 
55 permissible infusion rate range having a minimum infusion rate and a maximum infusion rate. If the infusion 
rate is not within the range, the program branches to step 242 where an alarm message is generated and 
displayed on the display 44, the previous infusion rate is maintained, and the original dose is displayed. If 
the new infusion rate was valid, at step 244 the new infusion rate is displayed on the display 44. 
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Referring to Fig. 2, if the dose-change routine 64 was invoked from the dose-rate run mode 56, at the 
completion of the step 244 (Fig. 5) the pump 12 will infuse the patient at the new infusion rate 
corresponding to the new dose (when the user presses the "Run" key). If the new infusion rate was invalid 
as determined at either of steps 230, 240 or if the dose was invalid as determined at step 238, the pump 12 
5 will continue to infuse the patient at the previous infusion rate. 

If the dose-change routine 64 was invoked from the dose-rate hold mode 60, the pump 12 will not 
immediately begin infusing (at either the new rate if the new rate is valid or the previous rate if the new rate 
or dose was invalid). To begin infusing, the user would press the "Run" key, which would cause a transition 
from the dose-rate hold mode 60 to the dose-rate run mode 56. 
io Numerous modifications and alternative embodiments of the invention will be apparent to those skilled 
in the art in view of the foregoing description. This description is to be construed as illustrative only, and is 
for the purpose of teaching those skilled in the art the best mode of carrying out the invention. The details 
of the structure and method may be varied substantially without departing from the spirit of the invention, 
and the exclusive use of all modifications which come within the scope of the appended claims is reserved. 

75 

Claims 

1. An infusion pump, comprising: 

means for prompting a user of the infusion pump to input a plurality of infusion parameters into the 
20 infusion pump, said plurality of infusion parameters including an intended drug dose of a drug to be 
administered to a patient; 

means for calculating a drug flow rate based upon said plurality of infusion parameters input by the 
user; 

means for rounding said drug flow rate calculated by said calculation means to generate a rounded 
2$ drug flow rate; 

means for calculating an actual drug dose from said rounded drug flow rate, said actual drug dose 
representing the actual drug dose to be infused to the patient; and 

means for generating a visual display of said actual drug dose to allow the user to compare said 
actual drug dose with said intended drug dose. 

30 

2. An infusion pump as defined in claim 1 additionally comprising means for continuously infusing the 
patient with said drug according to said rounded drug flow rate. 

3. An infusion pump as defined in claim 1 or 2 wherein said prompting means comprises: 
35 means for prompting the user to input a dose mode into the infusion pump; 

means for prompting the user to input a drug amount into the infusion pump; and 
means for prompting the user to input a drug volume into the infusion pump. 

4. An infusion pump as define in claim 3 wherein said prompting means additionally comprises means for 
40 prompting the user to input the weight of the patient into the infusion pump. 

5. An infusion pump as defined in any of claims 1 to 4 wherein said prompting means additionally 
comprises: 

means for prompting the user to input a dose mode being selectable from a plurality of dose 
45 modes including a first dose mode being micrograms/kilogram/minute, a second dose mode being 
micrograms/minute, a third dose mode being milligrams/ minute, and a fourth dose mode being 
milligrams/hour; 

means for prompting the user to input a drug amount into the infusion pump; and 
means for prompting the user to input a drug volume into the infusion pump. 

50 

6. An infusion pump as defined in any of claims 1 to 5 wherein said prompting means additionally 
comprises: 

means for prompting the user of the infusion pump to input a dose mode selectable from a plurality 
of dose modes including a first dose mode which is based upon the weight of the patient to be infused 
55 by the infusion pump and a second dose mode which is not based upon the weight of the patient to be 
infused by the infusion pump; 

means for determing whether the user input said first dose mode to the infusion pump or said 
second dose mode to the infusion pump; and 
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means for prompting the user for the weight of the patient only if the user input said first dose 
mode. 

7. An infusion pump, comprising: 

5 means for continuously infusing a patient with a drug over a first period of time; 

means for prompting a user of the infusion pump to input a plurality of infusion parameters into the 
infusion pump while the patient is being continuously infused with said drug, said prompting means 
comprising: 

means for prompting the user to input a dose mode; and 
70 means for prompting the user to input a drug dose after said dose mode is input; 

means for calculating a drug flow rate based upon said plurality of infusion parameters input by the 
user; and 

means for continuously infusing the patient with said drug over a second period of time based upon 
said drug flow rate calculated by said calculating means. 

75 

8. An infusion pump as defined in claim 7 wherein said means for continuously infusing the patient 
comprises means for continuously infusing the patient with said drug over a second period of time 
based upon said drug flow rate calculated by said calculating means. 

20 9. An infusion pump as defined in claim 7 or 8 additionally comprising means for rounding said drug flow 
rate calculated by said calculating means to generate a rounded drug flow rate and wherein said means 
for continuously infusing the patient comprises means for continuously infusing the patient with said 
drug over a second period of time based upon said rounded drug flow rate calculated by said rounding 
means. 

25 

10. An infusion pump as defined in claim 9 additionally comprising: 

means for calculating an actual drug dose from said rounded drug flow rate, said actual drug dose 
representing the actual drug dose to be infused to the patient; and 
means for generating a visual display of said actual drug dose. 

30 

11. An infusion pump as defined in any of claims 7 to 10 wherein said means for prompting the user to 
input a dose mode comprises means for prompting the user to input a dose mode selectable from a 
plurality of dose modes including a first dose mode being microgram s/ki log ram/minute, a second dose 
mode being micrograms/minute, a third dose mode being milligrams/minute, and a fourth dose mode 

35 being milligrams/hour, said prompting means additionally comprising: 

means for prompting the user to input a drug amount into the infusion pump; and 
means for prompting the user to input a drug volume into the infusion pump. 

12. An infusion pump as defined in any of claims 7 to 11 wherein said means for prompting the user to 
40 input a dose mode comprises means for prompting the user to input a dose mode selectable from a 

plurality of dose modes including a first dose mode which is based upon the weight of the patient to be 
infused by the infusion pump and a second dose mode which is not based upon the weight of the 
patient to be infused by the infusion pump, the infusion pump additionally comprising: 

means for determining whether the user input said first dose mode to the infusion pump or said 
45 second dose mode to the infusion pump; and 

means for prompting the user for the weight of the patient only if the user input said first dose 
mode. 

13. An infusion pump, comprising: 

50 means for prompting a user of the infusion pump to input a plurality of infusion parameters into the 

infusion pump, said plurality of infusion parameters including a dose mode being selectable from a 
plurality of dose modes including a first dose mode which is based upon the weight of a patient to be 
infused by the infusion pump and a second dose mode which is not based upon the weight of a patient 
to be infused by the infusion pump; 

55 means for determining whether the user input said first dose mode to the infusion pump or said 

second dose mode to the infusion pump; 

means for prompting the user for the weight of the patient only if the user input said first dose 
mode; 
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means for calculating a drug flow rate based upon said plurality of infusion parameters input by the 
user; and 

means for continuously infusing the patient with said drug over a period of time based upon said 
drug flow rate calculated by said calculating means. 

5 

14. An infusion pump as defined in claim 13 wherein said means for continuously infusing the patient with 
said drug comprises means for continuously infusing the patient with said drug from a drug container 
over a period of time based upon said drug flow rate calculated by said calculating means and wherein 
said prompting means additionally comprises: 
io means for prompting the user to input a drug amount into the infusion pump, said drug amount 

being the amount of said drug in said drug container; and 

means for prompting the user to input a drug volume into the infusion pump, said drug volume 
being the fluid volume of said drug in said drug container. 

15 15. An infusion pump as defined in claim 13 or 14 additionally comprising means for rounding said drug 
flow rate calculated by said calculating means to generate a rounded drug flow rate and wherein said 
means for continuously infusing the patient comprises means for continuously infusing the patient with 
said drug based upon said rounded drug flow rate calculated by said rounding means. 

20 16. An infusion pump as defined in any of claims 13 to 15 additionally comprising: 

means for calculating an actual drug dose from said rounded drug flow rate, said actual drug dose 
representing the actual drug dose to be infused to the patient; and 
means for generating a visual display of said actual drug dose. 

25 
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